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Company of New France will consider with favor.
Secondly, he who knew their language well would
be all-powerful [118] among them, however little
eloquence he might have. There is no place in the
world where Rhetoric is more powerful than in Can-
ada, and, nevertheless, it has no other garb than
what nature has given it; it is entirely simple and
without disguise; and yet it controls all these tribes,
as the Captain is elected for his eloquence alone, and
is obeyed in proportion to his use of it, for they
have no other law than his word. I think it is Cicero
who says that all nations were once vagabond,
and that eloquence has brought them together; that
it has built villages and cities. If the voice of men
has so much power, will the voice of the Spirit of
God be powerless? The Savages listen to reason
readily,—mnot that they always follow it, but gener-
ally they urge nothing against a reason which [119]
carries conviction to their minds.

A Captain once asked the Englishman who was
here to help them in their wars; the Englishman,
wishing to evade him, answered with superficial rea-
sons: to wit, that some of his men were sick, and that
his people would not get along well with the Sav-
ages. And this Captain so pertinently refuted all his
objections that the Englishman was compelled to say:
‘“I need my men, I am afraid the French will come
and attack us.” Then the Savage said: ‘‘Now thou
art talking, we understand thee well; thus far, thou
hadst said nothing.” They acquiesced in this reason.
When they are made to see the conformity of the
law of God with reason, I do not think that much
opposition will be found in their minds. Their will,
which is extremely volatile and changeable, when



